
Over the past several years Bishop Michael Burrows has delved into new and creative ways to raise 
awareness about the work of Bishops’ Appeal and of social justice issues in other parts of the world.  In 
doing so, over the course of six years and three very different projects, he has led the diocese of Cashel, 
Ossory and Ferns in raising over €190,000 (?) to alleviate suffering and to bring hope to those in need 
in such far flung countries as Swaziland and Rwanda. 
 
On one occasion this has taken the form of numerous train journeys throughout the diocese and on 
another the playing of the same harvest song on every Church organ. 
This year, schools, parishes and churches came together and raised funds that were presented to the 
bishop on a specified day when everyone brought out and dusted off their vintage vehicles for the 
enjoyment of the whole parish.  And what a wonderful community occasion it was.  People came 
together to socialise, to build relationships and to stand in solidarity with the poor, reminded as they 
looked at the old vehicles of harder times in our own country, and our responsibility to our global 
community and our brothers and sisters around the world.  
 
The response has been overwhelming.  At a time when no one in the Diocese has been left unaffected 
by the recession and many are struggling, people still joined hands and hearts to remember those who 
are perpetually worse off.  It really was moving that in the face of hardship for so many, they would not 
be swayed from giving and giving joyfully.  And little by little as everyone took part, every person’s 
giving accumulated to €50,000, and still the donations continue. 
 
Bishops’ Appeal would like to thank Bishop Burrows, and all the committed clergy and lay people of 
the diocese for catching the vision to provide support, education and training to schools and teachers in 
Swaziland and to farmers in Rwanda.  The former, a USPG project and the latter, a CMS Ireland 
project, are both run in partnership with the Anglican Church in each respective country.  The projects 
are not only needed and timely, but the communities will also continue to reap the benefits of them 
long after the Church of Ireland has focused its attention elsewhere. 
 
The people in the pews who give ARE the Church of Ireland’s Aid and Development Programme.  
Together, we are the Appeal.  Together, as the Church, we choose to place justice at the heart of what 
we do in our everyday and in our worship and become the hands and feet of God as we respond to 
those in need.   


