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Amira is one of 30 million
children living as a refugee.
She has shared a tent with 12
other people for over 3 years.
Photo credit: Tearfund

Projects Funded in 2015
Rural Development:
SAMS: Women and Nutrition Support
SAMS: Honey Making Project
Self Help Africa: Livelihoods Support
Self Help Africa: Livelihoods Support
Christian Aid: Agricultural Irrigation
Christian Aid: Solar Powered Irrigation
Tearfund: Self Help Groups
Health:
Christian Aid: Gender Based Violence
Refuge and Bakery
C.A.: Advocacy for communities near toxic,
radioactive abandoned mines
Fields of Life: Rain Water Harvesting,
Boreholes, Hygiene and I am a Girl Projects
Motivation: Cerebral Palsy, Fitted Wheelchairs
and Community Training
Friends of Hope: Medicine
HIV Support and Organic Farming
C.A.: Earthquake Resilient Houses

Argentina
Paraguay
Zambia
Kenya
Ethiopia
Burkina Faso
Malawi

Brazil
South Africa
Uganda
Uganda

Education:
C.A. Women’s Businesses
CMS Ireland Teaching Resources
Feed the Minds:
Vocational Training
Mothers’ Union: Church &
Community Empowerment
Christian Aid/Derry & Raphoe

Guyana
Colombia

Disaster Relief Response:
Disaster Relief
Refugee Response
Humanitarian Aid
Refugee Crisis
Ebola Response
Humanitarian Aid
Humanitarian Aid
Food Security

Nepal
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan
Iraq
Europe
Liberia, Sierra Leone
Gaza
South Sudan
Central African Republic

Afghanistan
Rwanda
Cameroon

India
Haiti

Church of Ireland Bishops’ Appeal
Church of Ireland House, Rathmines, Dublin 6, Ireland.
Phone: + 353-1-4125610
Email:
bishopsappeal@ireland.anglican.org
Web:
www.bishopsappeal.ireland.anglican.org
Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter

Donations Received in 2015:
€428,590 and £215,830 -Thank You

The Lord sets prisoners free, the Lord gives sight to the blind,
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down,
the Lord loves the righteous.
The Lord watches over the foreigner
and sustains the fatherless and the widow’ Psalm 146:5-9

A Message from the Chairperson:

‘Blessed are the poor…’

‘For as much as you do it unto one of the
least of these….you do it unto me.’ At the
heart of our faith is this command to look
out for our fellow human beings – the
weak, the meek, the vulnerable, those
suffering in any way, in any location.
Sometimes, however, that can be easier
said than done for despite our best
intentions, we feel bewildered as to how
this can be put into practice. This is where
Bishops’ Appeal can be of assistance.
You will notice that much of the focus in
this leaflet is on refugees. The numbers of
displaced peoples arriving in the EU are
enormous. Men, women and children
continue to risk their lives embarking on
the most hazardous journeys, often by the
most insubstantial means, to reach what
they perceive as a safe destination. But as
we all know, this can only be the
beginning of their challenge as they
confront rejection, hardship and
sometimes unspeakably dreadful interim
living conditions. Yet still they come – and
governments struggle to know how best
to cope. In the churches too, we are
attempting to offer practical support – to
put that Christian mandate into action.
Bishops’ Appeal is tasked with
co-ordinating the Church of Ireland’s
response to this and all other situations in
the world which require aid and
development. We are most fortunate to
have Lydia Monds as our Education
Advisor. Lydia has a real passion for the
work overseas and is always willing to
accept opportunities to talk about projects
and the ethos of Bishops’ Appeal.
Awareness is essential but so too are the
funds which we channel through partner

organisations to
bring some degree
of help. Money is a
vital part of the
practical action
required as we
seek to translate
words into deeds.
We thank you, members of the Church of
Ireland, for your on-going support. We do
not underestimate the sacrificial giving
often involved. Meanwhile both the Syrian
and the Refugee Crisis Appeals remain
open and further contributions for them
or for one of our other Bishops’ Appeal
Projects will be much appreciated.
+ Patrick Tuam
Chair, Bishops’ Appeal Committee

Diocesan Link Projects

CONFLICT: Dublin & Glendalough
continued to send in funds in 2015 for
their Gaza diocesan link project. Initially
Bishops’ Appeal had a broader focus
supporting people caught up in the
conflict who were without food, water or
shelter and who needed medical
attention. Dublin and Glendalough honed
in on supporting Al Ahli Hospital as part
of their increasing link with the Diocese of
Jerusalem and partnered with United
Society (Us) and Bishops’ Appeal to raise
funds for refurbishing the doctor’s
quarters and providing solar panels to
decrease dependency on electricity.
HOUSING: Cork, Cloyne & Ross has been
funding the building of houses in Haiti for
victims of the 2010 earthquake.
Partnering with Christian Aid and
Bishops’ Appeal, they have provided
secure and resilient homes for families
whose homes and lives were devastated
in the quake.

Mothers' Union women's literacy circle, Ethiopia

Diocesan Link Projects

HEALTH: Meath & Kildare have had a
focused support on partnering with Leprosy
Mission and Bishops’ Appeal in providing
custom made sandals for people living with
disability due to leprosy. Their ‘Good for the
Sole’ diocesan link project will enter a
second phase after Easter 2016 when it
focuses on providing surgeries to correct
clawing that has occurred in feet. The
diocese has reached its self designated
fundraising target before the deadline and
has been invigorated by the ability to bring
transformation to people who have been
marginalised and stigmatised in
communities in India.

CLIMATE CHANGE: Ireland consumes the
same amount of energy as the world’s 400
million poorest people and if everyone lived
to our standard, we would need 4 planets to
sustain us. Derry & Raphoe has focused on
people who have experienced conflict,
displacement, and lack of food security in El
Penon, Santander, Colombia. The
uncertainty about food is a result of loss of
land in some instances and changing weather
patterns due to climate change in all
instances, that make traditional crops
impossible to grow. The result is a 62%
malnutrition rate among children in the
region. Imagine then, the lifeline of support
that such communities experience in
receiving training, tools and resources to
increase both the quantity and the quality of

the food being produced. Derry and Raphoe
enabled 109 families to set up fish farms and
to grow maize, soya beans and citrus trees.

LITERACY: Cashel, Ferns & Ossory will take
on a new diocesan link project in 2016 that
addresses a multitude of issues from
Refugees to Reconciliation to Gender Based
Violence, Income Generation and Literacy.
By partnering with Bishops’ Appeal, Feed the
Minds and Mothers’ Union, the diocese will
raise funds for literacy projects in Ethiopia
and Democratic Republic of Congo. Both
programmes target local people and refugees
who have fled conflict.

Carmen Martinez in her thriving
kitchen garden, Colombia.

EDUCATION: Tuam, Killala & Achonry
Mabweni Project in partnership with CMS
Ireland, Bishops’ Appeal and the Diocese of
Kajiado in Kenya has come to an end. Funds
were raised for various needs in the
Oloosuyian Maasai Girls’ Secondary School.
The united Diocese is about to take on a
water project with the same three partners.
Opportunities to be educated to secondary
level increases the girls opportunities for
employment, income generation and
agricultural training, enabling them to
provide for their families, many of whose
livelihoods are cattle and whose herds are
diminishing each year due to drought.

Forgotten Projects & Nepal Appeal:

Gender Based Violence (GBV):
Every fifteen seconds a Brazilian woman
suffers from domestic violence. Eliane’s
(pictured below) life has been transformed
through access to a safe house, trauma
counselling and work experience in a local
bakery in Brazil. This year Bishops’ Appeal
took part in the Mothers’ Union 16 days of
activism against Gender Based Violence
recognising that 1 in 3 women worldwide
have experienced GBV and emphasising the
need for the Church to break the silence and
stigma of abuse that stems from distorted
understandings of gender and abuse of power
and control.

Malawi:
This year Education Advisor Lydia Monds
visited Malawi to see how Bishops’ Appeal
funds had been utilised by Tearfund in HIV
IMPACT projects. She met with Mother
Buddies, women who are HIV positive and
had been trained to support expecting and
new parents. She also met with people whose
lives have been transformed by Self Help
Groups and Savings Schemes and who now
can afford soap and salt and can take a more
active role in their communities.
Top right picture: Tricon and Loveness gave
birth to HIV negative Catherine in March
2015. Their older child, Benjamin, is 11 years
old and HIV positive. Realities such as these
are painful reminders of what life is like in the

absence of the IMPACT programme.
The couple were also identified as vulnerable
through a Consortium of village chiefs and
church leaders (17 denominations work
together in this area to identify those most in
need of support) and were given chickens.
The eggs provide nutrition as well as an
income and they use the manure to fertilise
their vegetables and maize.

Nepal:
The Church of Ireland gave generously to the
Nepal Appeal and €101,180 and £58,946
were released to Christian Aid and Tearfund
partners enabling them to provide life saving
support such as shelter, food, water and
medicine. Here we see Leela, (pictured top
left) whose home was swept away in a
landslide and who is being supported to
rebuild.

Syria and Surrounding Countries:
12.3 million people have fled their homes
since fighting broke out in Syria in 2011. 6.6
million are internally displaced with up to
13.5 million people within Syria needing
humanitarian assistance. Many millions
more (approximately 4.6 million) have fled
to the surrounding countries of Lebanon,
Jordan and Iraq. Most people moved nearby
initially in the hope of soon returning. That
hope has been decimated and those places of
exile are under increasing strain.

The Global Refugee Crisis

to early marriages, another survival
mechanism of the crisis. In Lebanon, where
education for Syrian children is free, 200,000
are out of school because they can’t afford
transport fees and because they are needed
to support their families.
In Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and Iraq refugees
are not allowed to work and so face eviction
due to rents unpaid. They are forced to go to
overcrowded camps, to work illegally, to
take on debt, to spend all their savings, and
eventually to flee further afield.
There is not enough international aid; the
appeal for Syria globally is only half funded.
World Food Programme vouchers were cut
for 1000s of refugees forcing many into
negative coping strategies such as begging
and child labour.
In Jordan many lost access to free healthcare.
In 2015 60% of Syrian adults were forced to
go untreated for chronic illnesses. This was
a drastic increase from 23% in 2014.
In Jordan 90,000 Syrian children are going
without formal education. 20% of Syrian
refugee children have abandoned school in
order to work. Many girls stop attending due

Bishops’ Appeal is grateful for the support of
churches all over Ireland that has enabled
funding of food, water, shelter, schooling,
trauma counselling and medical support for
Syrians caught up in these horrendous
circumstances.

European Refugee Crisis:
47 people, including 17 children have died
attempting to reach Europe in January 2016
alone. Many of the Anglican churches in
Europe are responding in culturally specific
ways: Florence churches are providing art
classes alongside their provision of food
banks and Paris churches are organising
cookery classes with children as part of their
provision of trauma counselling, however all
churches surveyed have emphasised
collaboration. Bishops’ Appeal, having
liaised with the Anglican Alliance for
guidance, released €20,000 to United Society
for their ecumenical work in Greece on
behalf of the Diocese of Europe:

• On the Island of Lesvos, Bishops' Appeal
funds are supporting an initiative based at
the Pharos Lighthouse to help refugees
who arrive by boat from Turkey. They are
wet, tired, cold and hungry, and many are
distraught or need medical attention.

• On the Island of Samos, Bishops' Appeal
is supporting United Society and the
Diocese in their work with the Greek
non-profit organisation MedIn (Medical
Intervention) and reaching out to refugees
who arrive with immediate needs for
shelter, food and healthcare. MedIn also
provides psychosocial support.

• We are supporting collaboration with
Apostoli, the humanitarian arm of the
Orthodox Church of Greece. In Athens, they
are helping to provide shelter and winter
clothes, prioritizing children, the elderly
and those with poor health. And on the
islands of Chios, Samos, Kos and Lerros,
they are providing tents, sleeping bags,
food parcels and hygiene kits.
• In Athens, the Diocese is working with the
Salvation Army to provide food, water and
medicine to refugees who congregate in
local parks.

Central African Republic:
Approximately 2.5 million people out of a
total population of 4.6 million are in need of
urgent humanitarian assistance and more
than 487,600 people live in registered
Internally Displaced People’s (IDPs) camps.
Many other victims of the crisis, having lost
their homes and possessions, are hiding in
the bush. Some have returned to their
homes, only to find them looted of all their
possessions, their seed stores destroyed and
their crops ruined.
Farmers need a minimum of four tools (rake,
watering can, spade and hoe) but in the
baseline assessment it was observed that
only 5% of households have three types of
tools, 10% have only one tool and 26% of
households have no tools at all.
‘Bishops’ Appeal has supported Tearfund in
the provision of tools, agricultural and
nutrition training and seeds for returning
refugees.
Below Princia from Pissa in Central African
Republic (CAR) is pictured with an all
important rake and hoe which enables her
family to provide for themselves.

